Helmet laws for bikers change 
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HIGH POINT – The best Christmas gift this year for a motorcycle rider may be a new helmet.
Many riders, who got one of their traffic problems solved for Christmas, will need a helmet with a strap because of a new law effective Jan. 1.
State helmet laws vary across the nation. Florida riders over age 20 do not have to wear a helmet if properly insured.
South Carolina has a similar law, but without the insurance require​ment. North Carolina has a universal helmet law for all riders.
Veteran rider Allen Shepherd of Thomasville bought a new helmet with a strap after he moved back to North Carolina.
“I moved back from Florida in Sep​tember,” Shepherd said Saturday. “I did not think the helmet was that big of a deal because the research says 80 percent of the fatalities were wearing helmets.”
In 2004, the state recorded 134 motor​cycling fatalities. Of those, 119 riders wore helmets; 13 did not. Investigators could not determine if the other two had worn helmets. Researchers deter​mined that helmets saved the lives of 71 riders.
Riders can expect police to inspect helmets at roadblocks, said David Miles, manager of the Harley-David​son store at Brentwood Street.
“You should also check your insur​ance policy about helmets,” Miles said.
Riding has been easier for many rid​ers at red lights since Dec. 1 because a new state law allows motorcyclists to run a red light after 3 minutes if a metal-detecting “inductive loop” sen​sor set for automobiles controls the signal.
“In some places this delay has been a pain in the butt,” Shepherd said. “It’s been especially bad in the left-turn lanes.”
Other routes apparently are less troublesome.
“I’ve been to California and back and had no problems with the lights,” Miles said. 
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